The purpose of this study was to elucidate the appropriate time for closing a tracheoesophageal shunt for a safe and non-invasive surgical procedure, after acquiring another type of vocal rehabilitation. A tracheoesophageal shunt is globally considered to be the most useful tool for excellent vocal rehabilitation; nevertheless, it must be closed for several reasons. In some cases, surgical closure of a tracheoesophageal shunt is difficult due to poor histological conditions around the shunt. We herein propose a new strategy of vocal rehabilitation to utilize a tracheoesophageal shunt effectively.

